


Al-Hasan ibn Sufyan and Abu Nu’aym narrated from 
Thawban :&; that he said: “The Messenger of Allah &; said: 


“The black banners (i.e. flags) will come from the east, 
with hearts like iron bars. So whoever hears of them, let 
him go to them and give them bay’ ah, even if he must crawl 
(om cone 


Ibn Majah, al-Hakim and Abu Nv’aym narrated from Thaw- 
ban .&; that he said: “The Messenger of Allah EG 


“Three will fight where your treasure is, each one the son of 
a Khalifah. But it will not go to a single one of them. Then, 
the black banners (i.e. flags) will come out of the east and 
kill you as no people have ever been killed. Then, the Khali- 
fah of Allah, the Mahdi, will come, so when you hear of 
him then go to him and give the bay’ah to him, even if you 
must crawl over ice. For he is Allah’s Khalifah, the Mahdi.” 


Ahmad, at-Tirmidhi and Nu’aym ibn Hammad narrated 
from Abu Hurayrah # that he said: “The Messenger of 
INIER ICG 


“Black banners will come out of Khurasan, and nothing 
will stop them, until they are raised in Ayliya’ [i.e. Bayt 
al-Maqdis].” 


Ibn Kathir said: “These banners are not those of Abu 
Muslim al-Khurasani who came and overthrew the state of 
Banu Umayyah in the year 132 Hijri. Rather, they are other 
banners that will come in the future, accompanied by the 
Mahdi.” 


And Ahmad, Nu’aym ibn Hammad, al-Hakim and Abu 
Nu’aym narrated from Thawban # that he said: “The 
Messenger of Allah # said: 
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“When you see the black banners have come forward 
from Khurasan, then go to them even if you have to crawl 
over ice, for among them is Allah’s Khalifah, the Mahdi.” 


And Ibn A’tham al-Kufi narrated in Kitab al-Futuh from 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib & that he said: 


“Good for at-Talaqan! For Allah has treasures there, not of 
gold or silver, but of men who know Allah as He should be 
known. They will be the supporters of the Mahdi at the 
end of time.” 


And Nv’aym ibn Hammad also narrated from Ka’b that he 
said: 


“When a man rules over ash-Sham, and another over 
Egypt, and the Shami and Egyptian fight each other, and 
the people of ash-Sham take some of the tribes of Egypt 
captive, and a man comes forward from the east with 
small black banners (i.e. flags) towards the ruler of ash-Sh- 
am, then it is he who will hand over the rule to the 
Mahdi.” 


Ibn Majah and at-Tabarani narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn 
al-Harith ibn Juz’ az-Zubaydi # that he said: “The 
Messenger of Allah <> said: 


“A people will come from the east who will prepare the 
way for the Mahdi.” 


Meaning for the rule of the Mahdi. 


Nu’aym ibn Hammad narrated from Sa’id ibn al-Musayy- 
ib that he said: “The Messenger of Allah said: 


“Out of the east will come black banners belonging to 
Banul-‘Abbas, then they will remain as long as Allah 
wills, then from the east small black banners (i.e. flags) 
will come out against a man from the descendants of Abu 
Sufyan, and his companions. They (i.e. people of the 
black flags) will give their obedience (i.e. bayah) to the 
Mahdi.” 


And he also narrated from Abu Ja’ far that he said: 


“The Sufyani will not come until the oppressors ascend 
[i.e. the minbar].” 
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And he also narrated from Abu Hurayrah &; that he said: 


“The Sufyani and the Mahdi will come out like racehors- 
es, the Sufyani defeating those closest to him, and the 
Mahdi defeating those closest to him.” 


And at-Tabarani in al-Awsat narrated from Ibn ‘Umar «3: 


“The Messenger of Allah was sitting with a group of 
the Muhajirun and Ansar. ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib was on his 
left, and al-‘Abbas was on his right, when an argument 
broke out between al-‘Abbas and a man from the Ansar, 
and the Ansari spoke harshly to al-‘Abbas. So the Prophet 
took hold of the hand of al-‘Abbas and the hand of ‘Ali, 
and said: 


“There will come from the loins of this one [i.e. al-‘Ab- 
bas] a tribe who will fill the earth with tyranny and oppres- 
sion. And there will come from the loins of this one [i.e. 
‘Ali] a tribe who will fill the earth with equity and justice. 
So when you see that, then you must join the Tamimi 
youth. For he will come from the east, and he will be the 
bearer of the Mahdi’s banner.” 


And Nu’aym ibn Hammad narrated from ‘Ammar ibn 
Yasir & that he said: 


“Under the banner of the Mahdi will be Shu’ayb ibn 
Salih.” 


And Nu’aym narrated from Ka’b ibn ‘Alqamah, from 
Sufyan al-Kalbi that he said: 


“Under the banner of the Mahdi will be a youth, young in 
age, with a sparse beard, yellow in complexion. If he were 
to fight the mountains, he would shatter them, until he 
settles in Ayliya’ [i.e. Bayt al-Maqdis].” 


And he also narrated from al-Hasan, that the Messenger of 
Allah # mentioned a tribulation that his household would 
encounter: 


“Until Allah sends a black banner from the east; whoever 
helps them, Allah will help him, and whoever lets them 
down, Allah will let him down; until they come to a man 
whose name is like my name, so He (é&,) will make him 
their ruler, and Allah will help him and grant him victory.” 


And he also narrated from Shurayh ibn ‘Ubayd, Rashid 
ibn Sa’d and Dhamrah ibn Habib, from their mashayikh, 
that they said: 


“The Sufyani will send out his cavalry and his troops, and 
they will reach most of the eastern lands of Khurasan and 
Persia. The people of the east will rise up against them and 
fight them, and there will be battles between them in a 
number of places. After fighting him for a long time, they 
will give bay’ah to a man from Banu Hashim who will be, 
on that day, in the far east. So he will come out with the 
people of Khurasan, at the head of his army a man from 
Banu Tamim, one of their mawali called Shu’ayb ibn 
Salih, yellow in complexion with a sparse beard. He will 
come to him [i.e. to the Hashimi] accompanied by five 
thousand men when he hears of his coming, and give him 
bay’ah. So he [i.e. the Hashim] will place him at the head 
of his army; if the firm mountains were to face him, he 
would shatter them. He will meet the Sufyani’s cavalry in 
battle and defeat them, killing many of them, and will go 
on defeating them from land to land until he defeats them 
all the way to al-‘Iraq. Then they will fight a battle with 
the Sufyani’s cavalry, in which the victory will go to the 
Sufyani. The Hashimi will flee, and Shu’ayb ibn Salih will 
go in hiding to Bayt al-Maqdis, where he will prepare the 
ground for the Mahdi when he hears of his coming to 
ash-Sham.” 


Al-Walid said: “It has reached me that this Hashimi is the 
paternal half-brother of the Mahdi.” Others said: “He is 
the son of his paternal uncle.” Others said: “He will not 
die, but after the defeat he will go to Makkah, and when 
the Mahdi appears he will come out with him.” 


And Nw’aym ibn Hammad also narrated from ‘Ali ibn Abi 
Talib «& that he said: 


“When the cavalry of the Sufyani comes to al-Kufah, he 
will send them in pursuit of the people of Khurasan. The 
people of Khurasan will come out, looking for the Mahdi. 
Then he and the Hashimi will meet with a group of people 
with black banners, at their head Shu’ayb ibn Salih. Then 
he and the companions of the Sufyani will meet in battle 
at the gate of Istakhar, and a terrible battle will be fought 
between them. The black banners will be victorious, and 
the cavalry of the Sufyani will flee. When that happens, 
the people will wish for the Mahdi and look for him.” 


And he also narrated from ‘Ammar ibn Yasir æ that he 
said: 


“When the Sufyani reaches al-Kufah and kills the support- 
ers of the family of Muhammad #:, the Mahdi will come 
out, with Shu’ayb ibn Salih at his banner.” 


And he also narrated from Abu Qubay] that he said: 


“The Sufyani will send an army to al-Madinah, ordering 
the killing of everyone there from Banu Hashim, even the 
pregnant women, and that will be because of the defeats 
that the Hashimi who fought against his men in the east 
had inflicted on them. He will say: “All of these tribula- 
tions and the killing of my men have only been because of 
them [i.e. from Banu Hashim].” 


So he will order their killing, and they will be killed until 
none of them are known to be left in al-Madinah. And they 
[i.e. the surviving members of Banu Hashim] will leave 
from there, fleeing to the valleys and mountains, and to 
Makkah. Even their women will be put to the sword by his 
army for days. Then he will leave them alone, and none of 
them will come out except that he is in terror, until the 
matter of the Mahdi becomes apparent in Makkah. So 
when he appears, all of them who had scattered out will 
unite with him in Makkah.” 


And he also narrated from ‘Ali « that he said: 


“An army will be sent to al-Madinah, and they will seize 
everyone that they can from the family of Muhammad, 
and many of Banu Hashim, men and women, will be 
killed. At that time, the Mahdi and al-Mubayyadh will flee 
from al-Madinah to Makkah. So people will be sent to 
look for them, but they will both have reached Allah’s 
Haram [sanctuary] and protection.” 


And he also narrated from Abu Hurayrah 3 that he said: 


“There will be a battle at al-Madinah in which Ahjar 
az-Zayt will be covered with blood. The battle of 
al-Harrah, compared to it, will have been like a mere lash 
of a whip. They will disperse from al-Madinah the 
distance of two braids, then the bay’ah will be given to the 
Mahdi.” 


KHALIFATULLAH AL- MAHDI 
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And al-Hakim narrated from Abu Hurayrah :& that he 
said: “The Messenger of Allah @ said: 


“A man called the Sufyani will come out of the depths of 
Damascus. Most of those who follow him will be from 
Kalb. He will kill until he rips open women’s bellies and 
kills children. Qays will gather against him, but he will 
kill them until hardly any will remain. A man from my 
household will come out at al-Harrah, and the news of this 
will reach the Sufyani, who will send out to him one of his 
armies, and he will defeat them. Then the Sufyani’s men 
will go to him, until when they get to a desert part of the 
land, they will be swallowed by the earth, and no-one of 
them will escape except the one who will tell of their 
news.” 


And Nu’aym ibn Hammad also narrated from Abu Qubayl 
that he said: 


“Not one of them will escape except for one bringing 
good news, and another bringing warning. As for the bring- 
er of good news, he will go to the Mahdi and his compan- 
ions in Makkah and inform them of what happened. And 
the proof of that will be in his face, which will have been 
turned around to the back of his head. So they will believe 
him due to the displacement of his face, and realize that 
the people had been swallowed by the earth. 


And the other will be likewise, his face having been 
turned to the back of his head. He will come to the 
Sufyani, informing him of what befell his companions, 
and he will believe his truthfulness due to the sign that he 
sees on him. Both of those men will be from Kalb.” 


And al-Bazzar narrated from Anas # that the Messenger 
of Allah > was asleep in the house of Umm Salamah, and 
he woke up saying: “Inna lillahi wa-inna ilayhi raji’un [to 
Allah we belong, and to Him we will return].” So I said: 
“O Messenger of Allah, why do you say that?” He said: 


“Because of an army that will come from the direction of 
al-‘Iraq, in pursuit of a man from al-Madinah, whom 
Allah will protect from them. So when they come to 
al-Bayda’ from Dhul-Hulayfah, they will be swallowed by 
the earth. Those above will not reach those below, and 
those below will not reach those above, until the Day of 
Resurrection.” 
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“It was said: “O Messenger of Allah, all of them will be 
swallowed up, even though their origins are different?” 
He said: “From them — or among them — are those who 
were forced.” 


And at-Tabarani in al-Awsat narrated from Umm Habibah 
& that she said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah & 
saying: 


“A people will come from the east, looking for a man from 
the Ahl al-Bayt, until when they get to a desert part of the 
land, they will be swallowed by the earth. Those who had 
followed them will meet the same fate as them.” 


I said: “O Messenger of Allah, what about the one who 
was brought out with them by force?” 


He said: “They will meet the same fate as everyone else, 
then Allah will resurrect every man according to his inten- 
tion.” 


And Nu’aym ibn Hammad narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas & 
that he said: 


“The ruler of ash-Sham will send an army against the two 
Hashimis in Makkah, which will be defeated by them. So 
the Khalifah in ash-Sham will hear of that and send a great 
force against them that includes six hundred noblemen. 
When they get to al-Bayda’ and camp there during a moon- 
lit night, a shepherd will come, looking at them and 
wondering, and saying: “Woe to the people of Makkah 
from what is coming to them!” Then he will turn to his 
sheep, and turn back again and not see a single one of 
them [i.e. the army], for the earth will have swallowed 
them. So he will say: “Glory be to Allah! They departed in 
a single moment!” 


So he will come to their camp and find a cloak half-buried 
in the ground. He will try to pull it out, but will not be 
able, then he will realize that they have been swallowed 
up. He will go to the leader of Makkah (i.e. the Mahdi), 
bearing the good news, so the leader of Makkah (i.e. the 
Mahdi) will say: “Praise be to Allah! This is the sign that 
you were informed of.” So they will travel to ash-Sham.” 


